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VISITING TODAY? 

Welcome to worship! We are very glad you are here, and we pray that 
you enjoy your visit here with us today. I hope that you will be en-
couraged in trusting Jesus, better equipped to serve him, and more 
aware of his grace in your life everyday. Weôre glad youôre here! 

Pastor Silas Schmitzer 

Theme of Todayôs Service: ñThe Cross marks the life of every believer. ò 

Prayer Upon Entering Worship 
Lord, teach me to be patient as I await your blessings. For I know that my faith in you 
does not guarantee or even promise worldly success or peace, but rather a sword and 
daily trials and struggles. May your Word to me today help me to keep my eyes on eter-
nal blessings, that far outweigh the cross I carry to follow you in this life. Forgive me 
for my unwillingness to bear the burden of my cross for you. Amen.   

Godôs Word for This Week 
There are two kinds of theology that churches teach. One theology holds up worldly glo-
ry. The other holds up the ugly cross where Christ was crucified for us, alone in the 
darkness. The former touts worldly success. The latter knows that those who speak 
Godôs truth will always make enemies. ñEveryone who wants to live a godly life in 
Christ Jesus will be persecuted,ò the Bible says. So churches who teach Godôs full truth 
are bound to experience failure and disappointment. Following our suffering Savior, 
then, Christians even sing, ñGo, then earthly fame and treasure. Come disaster, scorn 
and pain. In your service, pain is pleasure. In your favor, loss is gain.ò  

Pastor Silas Schmitzer 
 Office: (608) 457-2711 
 Home: (608) 457-2714 
 Cell: (608) 304-9265 
Email: pastor.schmitzer@gmail.com 

Please visit us at: www.stmatthews-wels.com 

 At our website youôll find audio sermons, daily devotions, our church calendar, and 
more information about our church, our teachings and our Christian Day School.  

Principal James Otto 
Office: (608) 457-2700 
Email: jotto@stmatthews-wels.com  

Church Council President: Perry Kilmer 
Phone: (608) 797-0836 
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Diorama Steering Committee  
The Diorama Steering Committee prepares and organizes the involvement of all the WELS 
churches in the area to staff the Live Nativity during the Rotary Lights in Riverside Park 
each December. The committee will be meeting Wednesday, September 19, 2018 at First 
Lutheran Church in La Crosse at 7:00 p.m. If you would like to be involved in the planning 
for this great event, please plan on attending.  
 

Weôd like to thank the following people for serving us this week in worship: 
Worship Accompanist: Sue Wrobel (Sunday) Katie Alderman (Thursday) 
Greeter: Linda P. 
Ushers: Doug & Lynn  M., Sam V., George W. 
 

 
Our Week in the Lord 

Sunday (9/16):  
 9:00 AM - Worship  
 10:30 AM - Sunday School 
 10:30 AM - Adult Bible Study 
Monday (9/17):  
     
Tuesday (9/18: 
 2:30 PM - Food Pantry Open 
Wednesday (9/19): 
 8:10 AM - School Chapel - John Byus 
 10:00 AM - Verkada Meeting 
 4:00 PM - Ladies Aid Meeting 
 6:15 PM - Catechism Class 
Thursday (9/20): 
 7:00 PM - Worship  
Friday (9/21):  
 6:30 PM - Knight for a Night (7th Grade)/ Punt, Pass, Kick 
 
Saturday (9/22):  
 9:00 AM - Flag Football / Volleyball @Luther 
 9:00 AM - Anniversary Planning Committee Meeting 
Sunday (9/23): 
 9:00 AM - Worship (L.S) 
   10:30 AM - Sunday School 
   10:30 AM - Adult Bible Study 
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The plan is that now these planning leaders will each gather a small group and come 
up with a basic plan and an estimate of how much their ideas would cost. They have 
just a few days until Sept. 22 when we will meet together again as a planning 
committee and present our ideas. All members of St. Matthew's are welcome to get in 
touch with and join any group or groups you want to help with the planning process 
in that particular area. Please get in touch with the group leaders quickly because they 
may be meeting soon. We hope that this setup for planning will enable many of our 
members to find ways to support and participate in this joyous celebration. 

S . M ô  L  S  A 

St. Matthew's at RootinCrown Thrift Consignment Store 
Have you checked out the RootinCrown Thrift Consignment Store yet? The store provides 
shoppers with a broad assortment of ever-changing inventory that will fit your budget and 
shopping needs! As a shopper, you will also know which non-profit organization your 
purchase will benefit. Donations are accepted Tuesdays/Thursdays 11-5 or Saturday 11-3. 
As a donator, you will choose an organization you want to donate a portion of the proceeds 
to when your item sells--Coulee Council on Addictions, Stoddard Food Pantry, or even St. 
Matthew's Lutheran School! Shop or donate at either location: 2919 East Ave S, La Crosse 
or 1009 Riders Club Rd, Onalaska. Thank you! 

School Harvest Hoedown 2018 
Yee-haw! Mark your calendars for Friday, September 28 and another year of carnival 
games, prizes, food, and our famous silent auction at the St. Matthew's Harvest Hoedown! 
This year, enjoy hay rides throughout the night, and stay for a twilight bonfire! The event 
benefits our school's purchase of new math curriculum in 2018. Important volunteer sign 
ups will open in the next week! 

A  A                                                                                                                              

Tour to Greece 
You are invited to join a 10 day tour to Greece..."In the Footsteps of Paul". The tour, May 
27 - June 5, 2019, includes a 3 day Mediterranean Cruise. Places of special interest include 
Phillippi, Corinth, Ephesus, Athens, Meteora, and Santorini. There is also an optional 3 day 
extension to Rome. For details, contact retired WELS pastor Eugene Kock at 
pastorkock@yahoo.com. 

United Way 
Save babies' lives and transform families through your United Way gift to WELS 
Lutherans for Life, Metro-Milwaukee. WLFL operates a pregnancy medical clinic in 
Milwaukee providing free services to mothers at risk for abortion and people suffering 
from post-abortion trauma. Ask your employer for a ñDonor Choiceò form and designate 
WELS Lutherans for Life, Metro-Milwaukee, 8501 W. Lincoln Ave, West Allis, WI 
53227. WLFL is a registered non-profit 501(c)3 tax exempt organization (EIN 39-
1436085) and is an eligible recipient of the United Way ñDonor Choiceò option. For 
information or details visit http://www.alife2.com/united-way.html, 
email Contact@ALife2.com, or call 414-727-8176. 
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S  W  A  P 
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WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION 

OPENING HYMN Jesus! And Shall It Ever Be
 Hymn 347 

Please stand 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen. 

C   S 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 
our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness.  

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil 
and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now 
and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior 
Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

LORD, HAVE MERCY* Kyrie
 Mark 10:47 

  

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

* Omit for Thursday Evening Service 
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M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.  

GLORY BE TO GOD* Gloria in Excelsis
 Luke 2:14 

 

* Omit for Thursday Evening Service 13 

 

A  
C  A   

Sunday School and Bible Class begin Today 
Today you will once again have the opportunity to be together in God's Word for more 
than just one hour Sunday morning. All children, age 4-10 are invited and encouraged to 
attend Sunday School. All others are invited to grow in the Word together in our Bible 
Class. We will begin our year with a study called "Joyful Generosity". Don't miss out on 
this great opportunity to grow in the Word together.  

Blood Drive Rescheduled 
Because of the flooding this past week, Red Cross was unable to make it here for our 
Blood Drive. The drive has been rescheduled for Wednesday, September 26. If you are 
able, please consider making a blood donation that could save someoneôs life.  

Sermon Series Starting 
Next week we will begin a 3-week sermon series in worship focused on Growing in the 
Joy of Glorifying God with all that we have. This is also the focus of our Adult Bible 
Study beginning today. It is the prayer of your congregation's leaders that this series will 
help every member of our congregation to joyfully participate in our church's mission with 
your prayers, time, talents, and treasures. Come and grow in the joy of giving! 

School of Outreach 
Next month, on Saturday, October 6, the members of St. Matthew's have an opportunity to 
learn and lead our congregation in planning our strategy for reaching out with the good 
news of Jesus. Trained advisors will be here at St. Matthew's to work with our 
congregation and others participating in this event to help us develop and set in motion an 
annual outreach plan with specific strategies and follow-up methods. We're looking for a 
team of at least 5 people who would be willing to attend this workshop and help to 
implement the strategy we develop. The workshop runs from 8:30 until 3:00. The Ladies 
Aid will be serving snacks and lunch.  

Anniversary Planning Update 
Our Anniversary Planning Committee (APC) is beginning the planning process for this 
important celebration. Rather than hammer through an endless list of ideas all together, we 
divided up the celebration planning into a few different areas of emphasis. Each area now 
has a leader from the Committee: 

PR Planning - advertising, logo, invitations, small gifts -- Carl and Anne Piper (920)737-
8298 

History - historical display, booklet - Ken Abraham (608)788-1276 

Worship Planning - Pastor S. (608)304-9265 

Cuisine Coordination - Kris Shepard (608)790-3973 and Anne Piper (928)304-4600 

Event coordination - decor, presentations, entertainment - Karen Schmitzer (608)304-7034 
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THE LORDôS PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done  
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom  
 and the power and the glory  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

Please be seated 

HYMN I Walk in Danger All the Way
 Hymn 431 vs. 1-4 

Please stand 

M: Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes 
from above. Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the 
joy and edifying of Christôs holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast 
faith and confess your name as long as we live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

Please be seated 

CLOSING HYMN I Walk in Danger All the Way 
 Hymn 431 vs. 5,6 
É 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

M: Let us pray. 

Lord, we pray that your mercy and grace may always go before and follow after us 
that, loving you with undivided hearts, we may be ready for every good and useful 
work; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

C: Amen. 

Please be seated 

T  W 

FIRST LESSON Jeremiah 38:1-13 

Jeremiah Thrown Into a Cistern 
Shephatiah son of Mattan, Gedaliah son of Pashhur, Jehukal son of Shelemiah, and 
Pashhur son of Malkijah heard what Jeremiah was telling all the people when he 
said, 2 ñThis is what the Lord says: óWhoever stays in this city will die by the sword, 
famine or plague, but whoever goes over to the Babylonians will live. They will 
escape with their lives; they will live.ô 3 And this is what the Lord says: óThis city 
will certainly be given into the hands of the army of the king of Babylon, who will 
capture it.ôò 
4 Then the officials said to the king, ñThis man should be put to death. He is 
discouraging the soldiers who are left in this city, as well as all the people, by the 
things he is saying to them. This man is not seeking the good of these people but 
their ruin.ò 
5 ñHe is in your hands,ò King Zedekiah answered. ñThe king can do nothing to 
oppose you.ò 
6 So they took Jeremiah and put him into the cistern of Malkijah, the kingôs son, 
which was in the courtyard of the guard. They lowered Jeremiah by ropes into the 
cistern; it had no water in it, only mud, and Jeremiah sank down into the mud. 
7 But Ebed-Melek, a Cushite, an official in the royal palace, heard that they had put 
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Please be seated 
 

OFFERING  

Moved by Godôs love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of 
thanks to him. You are also encouraged to take this opportunity to sign and pass the 
friendship registers located in your pew. 

Please stand 

INSTALLATION OF SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS* 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

* 

* Omit for Thursday Evening Service 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH The Apostleôs Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 maker of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
 born of the virgin Mary,  
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended into hell.  
The third day he rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven  
 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy Christian Church,  
  the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Please be seated 

HYMN OF THE DAY Come, Follow Me, the Savior Spoke 
 Hymn 453 

SERMON  Jeremiah 38:1-13  

ñWalking the Way of the Cross ò 
I. Is walking against the world  
II. Is walking with the Lord.  

Please stand 
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Jeremiah into the cistern. While the king was sitting in the Benjamin Gate, 8 Ebed-
Melek went out of the palace and said to him, 9 ñMy lord the king, these men have 
acted wickedly in all they have done to Jeremiah the prophet. They have thrown him 
into a cistern, where he will starve to death when there is no longer any bread in the 
city.ò 
10 Then the king commanded Ebed-Melek the Cushite, ñTake thirty men from here 
with you and lift Jeremiah the prophet out of the cistern before he dies.ò 
11 So Ebed-Melek took the men with him and went to a room under the treasury in 
the palace. He took some old rags and worn-out clothes from there and let them down 
with ropes to Jeremiah in the cistern. 12 Ebed-Melek the Cushite said to Jeremiah, 
ñPut these old rags and worn-out clothes under your arms to pad the ropes.ò Jeremiah 
did so, 13 and they pulled him up with the ropes and lifted him out of the cistern. And 
Jeremiah remained in the courtyard of the guard. NIV 

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 116 

 
I love the L , for he heard my voice; 
 he heard my cry for mercy. 
 
Because he turned his ear to me, 
 I will call on him as long as I live. 
 
The L  is gracious and righteous;  
 when I was in great need, he saved me. 
 
Refrain 


